
 
 
Greetings Falcon Families, 
 

Reopening of school is critical during the COVID-19 pandemic, with schools a critical 
component of communities having tremendous impact on the health, well-being, growth, and 
development of students and families. The spring of 2020 has brought about unprecedented 
changes to our society and our education system. As we look forward to the 2020-21 school 
year at Hillcrest Middle School, we anticipate that this virus will continue to circulate. Students, 
teachers, and other school staff will be at risk for transmitting and acquiring infection. It is 
important that everyone in the school community take steps to reduce transmission, particularly 
to those at high risk, while balancing the need to maintain a strong education system that 
effectively supports staff, students, and communities. We are following state and local 
guidelines around policies, practices, and strategies that we must implement while mitigating 
risk throughout the school year. This includes both strategies for implementation of health 
guidance in schools, as well as other non-health related considerations for the 2020-21 school 
year. Additional guidance will be shared as it evolves throughout the next few months. 

 
In planning for starting school on August 3rd, 2020, we have developed plans and 

guidance in a few areas which are outlined below: 
 
Instructional and Learning- To start the school year, we will use a Distance Learning model. 
This requires students to check-in with and receive instruction online. Our teachers will use 
CANVAS as the management system. There will be a mix of in-person, off-line, and 
independent tasks. Students are required to attend their classes, and to be on time, as we will 
take attendance each class period. All assignments will be turned in online. Additional 
information can be found on our school site at https://www.dvusd.org/hillcrest 
 
Food Distribution- Hillcrest MS is designated as one of the food distribution sites for our 
region. Pre-packaged lunches will be shared from 4:00pm-6:00pm every Tuesday and 
Thursday.  Tuesday will distribute two days worth of meals and Thursday will be three days 
worth. Distribution will start on Tuesday 8/4.  Distribution is open to all DVUSD students, and will 
remain free for those eligible for free-and-reduced lunch. All other students will be charged the 
typical breakfast and lunch fees. Please be prepared with your student’s ID number to ensure 
service. More information regarding the school meal program can be found on the DVUSD 
website at https://www.dvusd.org/Domain/110 
 

https://www.dvusd.org/hillcrest
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Meet the Teacher Night- The Hillcrest MS “Meet the Teacher” night will be held Thursday, 
August 20, 2020. This event will be hosted virtually. Teachers and staff will create videos which 
will outline their class, class expectations, syllabus, and how to stay in contact with them. 
Additionally, there will be other videos available from staff and community vendors which will 
outline their roles and how they can support you and your student. Videos will be posted on the 
evening of 8/20, and will remain on our website for families to access throughout the year. 
 
 
Canvas Tutorial- For information on Canvas please visit the DVUSD website at 
https://www.dvusd.org/canvas to see a tutorial video on how to access Canvas and also how to 
gain parent access.  

 
 
Bell Schedule- Below is the online bell schedule for the first quarter of instruction. Please note 
that there is an attendance meeting time from 8:10am-8:15am. For Virtual/ On Campus 
students, your daily attendance will be taken at this time. You will see below that all 
students will report to their first hour class every day for this attendance period. 
Teachers will post the zoom meeting links on their Canvas page for students to access.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

https://www.dvusd.org/canvas


First day of school- On Monday August 3rd, we will kick off our learning day at 8:10am-8:15am 
in your student’s first hour class. This period will be for attendance and then the teacher will 
guide your student in the next steps that they will take to access their classes for the remainder 
of the day. All Zoom meeting links for daily instruction will be posted in a teacher’s Canvas page 
for students to access.  

 
Conclusion- To close, we ask for extra patience and grace during the first week as we 
transition to home learning, Quarter 1.  We acknowledge the first week will have some hurdles 
and frustrations, so please practice and model patience and understanding for our students.  I 
assure you, if you are concerned or frustrated with something not working properly, please 
communicate with us in a timely fashion and we will work together to get it fixed.  We feel 
strongly once we have any possible glitches worked out the first week, we will be able to provide 
the high quality education that Hillcrest is known for.  Thank you for trusting Hillcrest Middle 
School.  We take the education of all of our students very seriously and are honored to be a part 
of their education. 
 
Thank you and GO FALCONS!!!!! 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Matt Hreha Scott Larter 
Principal Assistant Principal 
 
 


